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ofe who live beyond the Polar cireles, arecal- 
7 led Perſcis, becauſe they have ſhadowsround 
aboat them, In's morempyſticall ciexning the 
 Jewes before _— Eng >" ving 
1x conſtant Umbrages of Types and-Cetctmo- 
nies which were tz en gory when the Smmeof Righreoal. 
nefſe did rife. Their of Lambes and'Rammes, 
and Kids and Goats,avd Cutvirgald Kine,end Turtle-doves; 
with their obſcrving of /Mentes and Drinkes/ 2nd Dayes, 
ig ator by.rupep= on > tir {ad A foadow of things 10 


come, but the 
Yet, in fone fenſe Tmey fafely fa {that the very Santtiow 
and Sorin Sopvtferwns vas n the outward 43 inn, 
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as containing therein ſuch Types,'as related to a higher and 
holier truth : To inſtance only in the Holy of Holies, herein 
were 'ſeven ſacred Utenſils, all full fraught with Heavenly 
Myſteries. | FR Pe En XS 
Firſt, the Golden Cenſor, fignifying our prayers mingled 
with Chriſts merits (wocfull for us it he did not give better 
Incenſc then we bring ) which he offers up for usto his Fa- 


- ther. Secondly, The Arke of the Covenant overlaid round 
 aboat pith gold ; Whilelt Shitts2z wood, was inthe midgdelt 


thereof, to Typifie Chriſts humanity decked/and adgrned 
with his Godhead, Thirdly , the Pot of Manna, looking 
backwards in memoriall of the miraculous meat of the Iſra- 
clitesin the Wilderneſſe : And forwards to ſet forth Angels 
food in Heaven, which is neither to cat por$0.drinke , but 
to doe Gods will, and to ſee Gois glory. Fourthly,/ Aaron: 
Rod which budded, and beſides the Hiſtory contained therein, 
alluded to Chriſts Reſurretion,, chat Branch of Jeſſe cut 
downe and caſt out amongſt the dead : which yet after- 
wards did revive, flouriſh;andfruftifie. Fifthly, The Ta- 
bles of the (/avenant ,*wherein the Commandements were 
written by Gods finger , tointimate, that only arr infinite 
power can effeually print Gods Lawes in our herd and ob- 
durate hoorts. Sixthly, the golden Cherubims overſhadows- 
tng the Mercy-Seat, with their wings, and looking towards 
it ; to ſhew, that the myſtery of Gods mercy is to be cove» 
red-from the curioſity. of prophane eyes, whilelſt the pious 
may with comfort behold it. Seventhly, and'laſtly, rhe 


Meriy-Seat' it ſelfe; the Embleme of that Mercy-Scat in © * 


Haven, to which poore penitents being caſt at the Barre 
of Gods jultice havea free and open appeale. | . ./,; | 
, All theſe were of gold and pure gold, and yet Saiat Paul 
(Gal.4.9.) calleth all lcgall ceremonies beggarly. Elements, 
in compariſon of Chriſt the Truth, in whom theſe did de- 
termine and expire : As the rude lines of.Black-Lead wher- 
with the PiRture is firſt drawne; vaniſh away whea the cu- 
rious 
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rious Limner layeth on the lively tolours ; i that all theſe | 
outward Ordinances had'anend at the comming of Chriſt, 
| beirig only to laſt, Y/ntill che time of Reformation. 
' The Textis 16 ſhort; it needs not tobe divided, only the, 5- 
i wars ms. MATION mult oi a.npwnges, a word; 
\ Jonginprojioudcing and longer in performing, as generally: 
fignifying- the bettering, _ amending of xSu garra 
In Gre idols eA Throngh Reitifying. . However, 
ſometimes the | Reformation is not oppoſed tothings 
bad in their ownenature, but tothingsthat are lefſe perfe, 
and may be more perfe&ted;as in the Text. For the Ceremo- - 
_ mall law of the Jewes was compleat ia its kinde, as .given 
of God,” and every thing made by Him, muſt be like Hin 
that made it' very; good. Yet comparatively that law was 
1mperfe&, and .needed a Reformation, which was per- 
formed at' Chriſts comming. Beſides, though the Cere- 
moniall Law was good in.it felfe, yet it: was bad as it was 
abuſed by the ignorant Jewes. For though the knowing 
Patriarks looked through, and beyond the Types to the Met. 
ſias himſclfe : yet-the dull People miſtaking the Shell for 
the Kernell, and 'the 'Casket for the Jewell ; lodged their 
Bules where they ſhould only have bayted, and did doteon = 
the ſhadowes as on the ſubſtance it ſelte ; in which reſpe& 
the Peoples judgements, as well as thoſe Ceremonies, need- 
edaR ation. pf he's | | | 
' The maine point we ſhall inſiſt on, is this ; That (bri-= 6, 
ſtians living under the Goſpel, live in a time of Reformation, 
which will appeare in {Lverall particulars : For beſides + 
Ceremonies 'removed according to the principall intent of 
the Text; Manners are now reformed and Doftrine rc- 
fined : Poligamy :connived at.in the Patriarks, now gener- 
ally condemned , the Bill of Divorce cancelled by Chriſti- 
anity , which was permitted te the Jewes, net becauſe 
that Was good, but becauſe they were bad , and by this 
Tolleration' wetc kept from being worſe. The ſecond ho 
NED | : 
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— ble abuſed by the reſtri&ive Comments of the Phariſees, 


coafining thoſe Lawes ( which were made to confine 


' them ) onely. tothe outward At, are now according to 


our Saviour interpretation extended to their true dementi- 
on. The miſtery of the Trinity clauded-in the old Tellg- 
ment , is cleered in the New; The Doctrine. of Gods 
righteouſneſſe by faith, of the merrit of Chriſt , of the 
ſpirit of Adoption, of the Reſurre&ion of the Body, dark- 
ly delivered under the Law are manik(ted in the, Goſpel, 
with many other heavenly Revelations. $9ckd tht © 
Let us be hartily thankfull to God , who. gave us to be 


> borne fince the comming of Chriſt in the time of Refore. 


mation. .Our Twi-light is cleerer then the Jewiſh Noon- 
day : The menof Chizautcto brag , that they ( beaquſe of 
their ingenious civility ) have twa Eyes, the Eyropxans 
one, and that all the World beſides are ſtarke blinde 3 more 
truely it may be ſaid that the Chriſtans had twa Eyes , the 
Law and Goſpell ; the Jewes but one, the Law alone,. 
and all peopleand Pagans befides fit-in darkneſſe and the 

ſhadow of death. The Jewes indeed ſaw Chriſt preſen- 
tedina land-ſcept, and beheld him through the PerſpeRive * 
of faith, /ceing the promiſes a farre off. But at this day® 
Dwarfe-Chriſtian is an overmatch for-a gyant Jew 1A 
knowledge, as. appeareth. by our Saviours Riddle, Mas. 
Il.It. Among them. that are borne of women there' hath, 


_ not riſena greater then John the Baptiſt : Notwithſtanding 


- _ is leaſt in. the Kingdome of Heaven ,. is greater 

en Bc. : | 
Which Riddle is thus untyed : John. Baptiſt was the 
greateſt amongſt the Children, of Women., becauſe other; 
Propes forclaw Chritt, He ſaw him ; others fpake of 
Chriſt, He ſpake to him , and had the high honour to 
haptize him with water, by whoſe ſpirit he himſclfe was 
baptized : Yet was he the —_— dome of Hear 
ven'{ which properly began. after Ceriſts- ion, ) hoy 
Cawe 
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cauſe though perchance acquainted with the generals there- 
of, the particulars of the time, place, meanes and man- 
ner, Were as much conceal'd from him, as cleerly re- 
vealed unto us. He never knew that 1udas ſhould betray 
Chriſt ; Caiphs accuſe him , Peter deny him, Plate con- 
deine him , Souldiers crucifke him , Nicodemus embalme 
him , Joſeph bury him. Theſe, and many more Circum- 
{tancesof our Saviours paſſion, Returrccion and Aſcen- 
tion , now Hiltorics to our Children, were Miſterics to 
Tohn Baptiſt ; who, though Chriſts Harbinger-to prepare 
his way , yet did not live to ſee his Maſter to poſſe le what 
he had provided for him : Wherefore if Alexander the 
Emperour did count himſclfe much indebted to the Gods, - 

that he was borne a Grecian, and not a Barbarian, how 
thankfull ought we to be to God ,” who-gave us to be borne ) + 
neither Jewcs, nor Pagans, but Chriſtians , fince che time y 
of Reformation, | 

. But this indeed were true, if all things ia the Church con- 
tinued at this time in the fame condition of Primative 
Purity , whereto Chriſt Reform'd it. But long ſince, That 
| falling away , foretold by the Apoſtle, is come to paſle, 
- and that »an of ſinne hath played his part in the Charch, 
therein deforming Manners with Vice , Dodrine with 
Herefie , Diſciplice with Superſtition. As for any Refor- 
- mation which ſince hath happened in Exgland, it hath been 

but partiall aad imperfet. King Heyry the' eight brake 
the Popes necke, but bruiſed not the leaſt finger of Popery ; 
rejeRing his Supremacy , but retaining his ſuperſtition in 
theſix Articles. The Reformation under Edward the ſixth, 

was like the Reformer , little better then a childe, and he _ 
muſt aceds bea weake Defender of the Faith , who mteded j 
a Lord ProteRor for himſelfe : As Nurſes to woe their Chil- | 
dren to part from knives, doe ſuffer them to play with 
Rattles; ſothe State then permitted the People ( infants in 

Piety ) to pleaſe themſelves with ſome frivious points of 

| B Popery, 


S: 
Objeft. 
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Popery, on condition they would forſake the dangerons 
opinions thereof. As for Queene Z/izabeth, her Character 
15 given in that plaine, bu? true expreſſion , that ſhe /Wept 


- the Church of England and left all the duft behind the doore, 


Her Succeflors have gone in the ſame path, and the ſame 
pace with little alteration , and eſe Addition in mattersof 
Moment, fave that befides ſome old errours 'unamended ; 
many Innovations have broken in upon us , which might 
be inſtanced in, were it as ſafe as it is ealie to reckon them 
up. We therefore deſire and expeRt a Through Reformation, 
to ſee Chriſt mounted on his Throne , with his Scepter in 
his hand , in the Purity of his Ordinances, and we ſhall 


| grieve and groane #»#4// ſuch 4 Reformation. 


This objeftion containes many parts , and mult be taken 
aſunder; Some things therein are treely to be granted, and 
others fatly to be denied ,* and others warily to be quali- 
fied. We frecly contefſe the Dctormation by Popery , as. 
alſo, that the Reforming vas by Hexry the eight and 
Edward the fixth ( good Prince, of whom I had ſaid, that 
he dyed too ſoone , bat beczuſe he dyed when God would 
have him ) were but partiell and imperfet. witha#, we - 
flatly. deny that Queene Elizabeth left the 'dnſt behinds the 
Doore , which ſhe caff out on the Dunghill ; whenee this 
uncivill expreſſion wasraked up. The Doctrine by her cſtu- 
bliſhed , and by her Succeffors maintained in the 39. 
Articles, if declared , explained: and afferted from falſe 
Glefſcs, have all gold,no duſt or drofſe in them, 
 _Againe, we freely confeſſe that there may be ſome 
faults in our Ghurch in matters of practice and Cere- 
monies , and no wonder if therebe, it would be a Miracle 
if there were not : Beſides, there be ſome Innovations, 
rather in the (arch then of the Church,” as not charge= 
able on the Publique Account , but on private mens 
ſcores, Who are old enough , let them anſwer for them- 
ſelves, Religion in England, is like the Cloathes of the 

l | Iſralites, 
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Iſralites, Dewtero#omit 29. 5, which for many yerres to. 
gether waxed not old, Alas, in fome places it is thread- 
bare , may it have a new rappe z in moreit is ſpotted, 
may it be well fcowred;; and in all places rent aſander, 
may it be well mended, © © | 

A Through Reformation, we, and af govd men doe | 123, 
defire with 28 ſtrong affetions, though perhaps not with 
{o lond a noiſe, as any whatſoever. Tire higheft clamout 
doth not alwayes argue the greateſt extneftneffe; But 
with this: qualification , that by Through Reformation, 
vre meane fuch a one, whereof we are capable ,' pro 
fats viaroram , made with all due and. Chrilttan mode- 
ration : That Artow is well drawne, that is drawne to 
the head ,- but it may over-drawne eleatne through the 
Bow , and fo doe no good. There is jn' like manner 4 
poflibilrty of out-doing, even in the point of Reform-' 
ing : And'therefore how a true Through Refornration 
- may be mtde; and managed long to'continne, by Gods 
allittance and your pa'icnce ; I will, take in handro give 
the true CRE of ſuch who arg to be true and proper 
Rcformets. | | 

Firſt , thzy. muſt have a lawfull. calling -therennto : *£x 
What better deede then to make Brothers friends, and | 
to be an <quall Umpire betwixt them ? Yet Chrift him- 
ſelfe declin'd-the Imployment , as| our of: his Vocation, 
Luke 12.14. Who made me a Tndge or Devider over you. 
Some good duries lye in common tg all good ren. Who- Y 
ſoever' is called a Chriftian hath a juſt calling co per- 
forme them : *Tis ſo farre from being a ſinne for zany 
to doe them , that it is a ſinne for any to leave then 
undone. But there be other duties, which God hath *impa- 
led in, for ſome particular perfons ,- fo that it is 4 Ryot or 
Treſpaſſe ar teaſt for any other to force their Enrrance into 
them : Atmongft theſe Aﬀtions, Reformation of Charctiev'is 
a Chief,as of higeſt — oreateſt eames” 

" OR OW, . 
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A. Sermon of Reformation. 


Now , the Supreme- power alone , hath a.lawfull cal- 
ling to Reforme'a Church in thoſe reſpeftive places, 
wherein it is ſupreme ; Where this ſupreme power is - 
ſeated , the Statiſts* of the ſeverall places may judge, - 
the Divine goeth no farther , but to maintaine that where 
the Supreme power is , there alone is the power 'of Re- 
formation ; as it plainely appeares by the Kings of 1«dah 
in their Kingdomc. Two forts of Idolatry , the Jewes 
therein were guilty of : The one Grofle, the other Re- 
fined. Grofle Idolatry againſt the firſt Commandement, 
in worſhipping a falſe God, as Baal, and the like. Re- 
fined Idolatry ,- againft the ſecond Commandement , in 
- worſhipping the truce God after falſc and forbidden man- 

ner, 2. Chronicles 33, 17. Neverthelefſſe the | 45 did 
ſacrifice ſtill in the high places, yet unte the Lord their 
God onely. . Groſſe Idolatry found many Reformers, A/a, 
Toaſh, Amaziah , Uzziah, Totham, Munaſſeh , whilelt 
onely two Tchoſaphat and Hezekiah , endeavoured the 
Reforming of Refined Idolatry, and 7ofiah alone per- 
feted it. In both we may obſerve, that the Kings were 
praiſed for doing ſo much or diſpraiſed for doing no, 
more, which plainly proves, that the Reforming of the 
Church did properly pertaine unto them. God neither 
miſtakes, nor confounds the good Deeds), or Rewards 
of men ; but ſet the due praiſes on the true perſons; 
the perſon that doth well ſhall be praiſed : the Prince. 
ſhall not be commended for the good Deeds of the peo- 
ple , net. the pcople- commended for the good Deeds 
of the Priace ; indeed Gods threatens the common peo- 
ple of Iſrael, Leviticus 26. 23. with Beafts, Warres, 
and many other Plagues, if they will not be reformed, 
But we never read that God reproved the people , for not 
Reforming the Jewiſh Church from Idolatry , as a 
wg belonging to the Supreme power placed over 
. nem. 
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Meane 
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Meane time meere private men mult not be idle, but 15 

Move in their Spheare till the Supreme power doth Re- 

forme. Firlt , they are” dayly to pray to God to inſpire 

thoſe who have power.and place with Will and Skill,cou- 

ragiouſly to begin, conſtantly to continue , and happily to 

conclude ſuch a Reformation. Secondly , they are {eri- 

ouſly to reforme themſelves : He n:eds not to com. + + 

plaine of too little worke ,, who hath a little world in ' 

himſelfe to amend : A good man| in Scripture is never 

called Gods Church ( becanſe that is a coll«ive terme 

belonging to many ) but is often termed Gods Temple, 

ſuch a Temple it is lawfull for every private man to 

Reforme : He mult fee that the foundation of faith be 

firme , the Pillars of Patience be ſtrong , the windowes 

of Knowledge be cleere, the roofe of Perſeverance be 

erfeRted. Thirdly , he may Reforme the (hurch in his 
ouſe , Philemon 2, carefully looking to his owne Fami- 

ly , Toſona 24. 15. that he and his houſe may ſerve the 

' Lord, But as for-the publique Reforming of the Church 

 1n-generall, ke mult let it alone as belonging to che Supreme 

power,to whom itis appropriated. ; 

But ſecing wee have occaſion to ſpeake of lawfull Cal- 06je&. 
lings, what Calling (may ſome fay) have you to meddle 16 , 
with this point above your reach, and without your Com- | 
paſſe ; Who penned-your Commiſſion to take ſuch matters 
in hand ? Leave the deſcribing of Reformers Characters to 
ſuch, who- have more-age, experience, and ability to per= 
forme it. | cal | 
- Team, or ſhould be, moſt ſenfible of mine owne weake- Anfo x 
nefle, being ine;y5ing©y the lealt of thoſe that diſpence the of 9 
Word and Sacraments. Yet have I a calling as good as the 
Church of Eng/and could give me : And if ſhe be not a- 
ſhamed of ſuch a Sonne, I count my ſelfe honoured with 
ſuch a Mother. And though meere private Chriſtians may 
not intermeddle with publick Reforming of a Church,Gods 

| 3. | 4 Prophets. 


——_—___ 1 RES Ate 
boys I anchs 4. —_—_ 
nd > « 


Y PAY "Oe" 


———— __—_— 


"i 


. - a 
5 — 


_—_—_— . I WEE 
. 


"Prophets have inall Ages, challeaged the priviledge to tell 
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. © neceffary Truths unte the greateſt. The Tongue uſed to be 
-. cut out of the Roman Sacrifices, and given'unto their He- 
. raulds, to ſhew that freedome of language was allowed 


them. , We are Chrilts Ambafſadours, 2 Corinthians 5.20. 


' and claime the leave to ſpeak Truth with ſoberncfſU'; And 
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though I cannot expet my words ſhould be like Nales 
faltencd by the Maſters of the Aſſemblies, Eccl. 12.11, Yet 
I hope they may prove as Tacks, entred by him that deſires 
to be faithfull and peaceable in Iſrac!. | 

The ſecond Requiſite in Reforwers, 1s Piety. The ve- 
ry Snuffers 'in the Tabernacle . Were made of pure Gold, 
Exodus 37.23. They ought to be good themfelves, who 


- are to amend others, leaſt that reproofe fall heavie on 


them, P/alme 50. 16. But unto the ungodly (ſanth Cod) 
Why doeſt thew preach my. lawes, and takeſt my Covenant 
in thy mouth ? Whereas thon hateſt to bee Reformed, and 
haſt caſt my Words behinde thee. And. though ſometi:nes 


' bad men may Reforme others, by verrue of their Office : 


19 


Yet when it is done by the Othce of their Vertae, and 
efficacy of their goodneſle, it is more gracefull init ſclfe, 
more acceptable to God, and more comfortable to the 
Doer. 


. Thirdly , Knowledge in a competent, yea, plentifull 


( amaens meaſure: Dangerous was the miltake committed by Sir 


Eliz. p. 
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Francis Drake 1n Eighty Eight ; when negleing to car- 
ry the Lanthorne, (as he was commanded) in the daike 
night, chaſed five Hulkes of the Dutch Merchants , ſup- 
poſing them to have been his Enemies of the Spanigrds. 
Such and. worſe Errors may be committed in the Refor- 
ming of a Charch, good miſtaken for bad, and bad miſta- 
ken for good, where the light of knawledge is wantiag for 

diretion. EEE - | 
Fourthly , true courage and magaanimity, Reformers 
need to be armed with a ſtout ſpirit Cap a Pee, which 
| BY: | are 
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are to breake through the front of bad cuttomes long re- 
ceived.” Such .Cultomes, as they are bad, are Y/wypers, as 
they are Cultomes are Tyraats, and will tickle ſtoutly to 
ltand in. their old place. Saint- Afarthew faith, 27,15. At 
the feaft the Governour vas wont to releaſe unts the peo- 
ple a Priſoner, Saint Luke faith, 23.17, Of meceſſity he 
muſt releaſe one unto them at the Feaſt, What was but 
- a Curtelie at the firit, grew in procefle of time to bee a 
cultome, and at laſt 'became a necelity. Such cuſtomes 
made - neceflary by continnance muſt Reformers expert 
to encounter, and reſolve to remove. O, Coward-lines 
in a Magiſtrate is a great finne ! Who would thinke to 
finde the fearfull marching in the fore-front ? and yet in 
that forlorne hope which goeth to|Hell , Revelations 21. 
8. ſee them firſt named, bat the fearfull, the nnbeleeving 
' and abominable, &c, 10 neceſlary is Chriftian courage, 
eſpecially in a Reformer. 

Fifthly -an4 laſtly, they muſt be (endued with Chrofts- 
an diſcretion, a grace that none ever ſpeak againſt, but 2r 
thoſe that wanted itz ef good man Will guide hu af- 
faires With diſcretion, Palme 112, 5. I mult confeſle 
there is a diſcretion (falſely ſo called ) both carnall in- tt 
ſelfe, and inconſiſtent with true Zeale, yea, diſtructive of 
it, Chriſt had two Diſciples of the ſame name, the one 
a true man, the other a Traytor, both 1zdafſes. Where= - 
fore to prevent miſtakes, the former is never cited in _ 
Scriptures, but with an addition, 7#udav ſaith unto him, 
net Iſcariot , Lord, &c. Tohn 14. 22. Judas the ſervant 
of JaesvVs CHRIST, and Brother of James, 7ude I, 
In like manner wee, here mentioning Diſcretion, call it 
Chriftian Diſcretion, for. difference thereof, that all may 
know, we meane not that which \deltroyes Zeale;, but 
that 'which directs it; not that which quencheth Zeale,. 
but which keepes it in the Chimney , the proper place 


thereof; not that which makes it lefle lively, but "_ 
| makes - 
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makes it more laſting. This Diſcretion, though laſt na- 
med, is not leaft needfull in the Reformers of a Church ; 
and muſt principally appeare in 'two things ; Firlt , the 
not ſparing-of the Tares for the Wheats ſake. Secondly, 


the not ſpoyling the Wheat for the Tares ſake. 

The not: ſparing the Tares for the Wheats ſake. By 
Tares we underſtand, not only things unlawfull in'a 
Church, but things unexpedient and unprofitable, which 
alſo mult be removed. | The barren Fig-tree, Luke 13. 
17. was condemned , not for bearing deadly or dange- 
rous fruit , but none at all. Cut ir doWne,, Why cumbe- 
reth ut the ground? Gods Garden ought to bee fo well 
dreſſed, as to have nothing ſuperfluous , that doth harme 
that doth no good therein. Hee that will not Worke, nei- 
ther ſhall hee eate, 2 Theſſalonians 3. 10. If ſuch Ceremo- - 
nies are to be found in our-Charch, which will not la- - 
bour , neither needfull in themſelves, nor conducing to 
decency , let them no longer have countenance. in*the 
Church, nor maintenance from it. 


The not ſpoyling the Wheat for the Tares ſake, and 


ktting thoſe things alone which are well ordered alres- 


dy. Yet is there a generation of Anabaptits, in num- - 


; ber fewer, Ihope, thea are reported , yet more I fear 


then are diſcovered ; people too turbulent to obey , and 
too tyrannicall to command. If it ſhould come into. 
their hands to reforme , Lord what worke would they - 
make. Very facile , but very fonle is that miſtake in the 
vulgar Tranflation, Zike 15. 8. Inſtead of Everric de- 
wHm, ſhee ſwept the houſe, *Tis rendred, Evertir demum, 
She overeurnd the houſe. Such ſweeping we mult expe& 
from ſuch Spirits, which under. pretence to cleanſe our 
Church, would deſtroy it. The beſt is, they are ſo farre - 
from ſrting at the Helme, that I hope they ſhall ever be 


- kept under Hatches. 


24, 


Now as diſcretion diſcoyereth it ſelfe in the matter of 
| ; Reformation, " 


A Sermon of Reformation. To 
Reformation , ſo alſo it appeareth in the-manner there- | 
of, Firlt, 1t-is to be done with all reverence and re- 

{pc to the ancient Fathers. Theſe, though they. lived 
neer. the Fauntain of Ficligion , yet lived ia the Marches 

of Paganiſme ; as alſo/in the time wherein the Aſyſtery 

of intquity began to. work, which we hope is now ready 

to receive the. wages. If therefore there Le found in 
their practice any Ceremonies ſmacking «f Paganiſme 

or Popery , and if the ſame can be juſtly chalenged'to 
continue in our Church, I plead not for their longer like, 25 
but for their decent buriall, 

Secondly , with honourable reſervation to the memo- 
ries of our firlt Reformers. Reverend Cranmer,Learned 
Ridley , Down right Lattimer, Zealous Bradford, Pious 
Philpot , paticnt Hooper ,, men that had their failings, 
but worthy in their Generations ; Theſe bar? the heat 
of the day , indeed., which were burnt to aſhes ; and 
though we may write a fairer hand then they, yet ' 
wc affixed a firmer Seal, that dyed for their Do- 26, 

ine. 

_ Laſtly, with carefulnefle, not to give any jult 'of- 
fence to the Papilts. Say not, we need not to feare 
ts offend them, who would confound us. We have | 
ſo long waited for. their converſion, we have almoſt 
ſcene our ſubverfion. Indeed we are forþidden to of- 
fend Gods little ones, but not inhibited to offend the 
Devils great ones. And though S. Par bids us to givs 
. #0 offence to. thoſe that ares Withont , that is mcant _of 
pure- Pagans ; and therefore the Papilts being neither 
well wichin nor well Withoxt , fall not under that pre- 
cept, For all theſe Expreſſions ſayour more of Hamor 
then Holineſſe , of ' Srowack,, then the Spirit. Though 
Papiſts forgct their wluty to us, let us remember our 
duty to them; to them , not as Papilts, but as pro- 
tcfſors of Chriſtianity , to their perſons, not erronious _ 
fl * C op1nIONs, 


Þ 


5 


— —— —  - — 
—_— 


A Sermon of Reformation. 
opinions, not giving them any juſt offence. -But if 
they will be offended without cauſe , be their amends 
in their own hands. If Rebeckah will come to 1ſaac, 
ſhe ſhall Be wellcome. But in no caſe (hall 7/aac go 
back to Rebeckhah, Geneſis 34.6. Beware that thou bring 
ot my ſon thither again. | 
BY 27. Theſe five Ingredients muſt compound eff-Ruall re- 

| formers. Where any, or all of thcſs are wanting, a 
Reformation will either not be made, or not long kept. 
Witnefle the pretended Reformation, the Papilſts ſo 
much bragge off, in the laſt of Queen Aſary, in the 
Univerſity of Cambriage, by the Delegates of Cardinall 
| Poole, Where nothing of worth was done, but many 
fooliſn ceremonics enforced , and the Bones of Bacer 
and Phagius burnt. It paſſeth for 'the expreſſion of 
Fa mad man, ro hear the aire ; and it is little better to bear 

the earth. To fight { as they did ) againſt dult and aſhes, 

bodies of men long before buried : except they thought 

\by this fimil'tude of bwning dead bodies , to worke 

$i in filly people a bclicfe of Purgatory fire , tormenting 
ſcules deceaſed,” Now when it came into queltjon 
whether the Ordinances and Deciſions of thoſe Re- 

formers ſhould be ingroffed in Parchment, or in pa= 

Me Pere” Doctor Swinboyxe , Maſter of Clare Hall gave 

Acts Þis opinion , that paper would doe the deed well 
Monum. fough, as being likely to laſt longer then thoſe de- 
pag.1064 Cres ſhould ſtand in force ; as afterward it came to 

paſſe, they being all reſcinded in the next Feer , being 

the firlt of Queene Elizabeth. h | 
28. Two thing$S more muſt; here be well obſerved, Firſt, 
that there is a grand difference betwixt founding of a 
new Church, and refarming of an old. For the former, 
Saint Paul outſtript all men inthe World. The Papiſts 
bragge much -of King Edgar, who is ſaid to have 
founded as many Monalteries, as there be weekes = 
\ tac 
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the yeer. Sarely more Churches in 4/4 and Emrope 
were built from the ground by Saint Paxl, who ftrived 
to preach the Goſpel, not Where Chriſt Was named, leſt 
he fhonld build upon another mans foundation, Romans 
15. 20, But reforming of Churches isan cafier work, 
as not giving. a Church the life but the laſtre ; not 
the birth but the beauty ; either repairiag what is de- 
fective, or removing what is redundant. Thus we ac- 
knowledge S$9/omon the fole founder of the Temple, 
thongh /oa/> repaired it, amending the breaches there- 
of. Jotham enlarged it, .adding the beautifull porch 
thereto ; and Ezzchiah adorned it ; covering the pillars 
with ſilver therein, x 
However, it is worth our obſerving, that Refor- 29. 
"mers are ſometimes ambitious te entitle themſelves to 
be founders, as being covetous of credit, and counting - 
it more honour to.,make a thing, then to mend it. 
Thus Nebuchadnezzar boaſted , Daniel 4. 30. Is net 
this great Babylon that I have built for the houſe of 
the Kingdome , by the might of my poWver , and for the 
honour of my majeſty ? Whereas Babylon was built by 
Nimrod , or ( as others ſay ) Semyramrss , many yeers 
' before Nebuchadnezzars cradle was made. Yet he, no 
_ doubt, did encreaſe, ſtrengthen, and beautifie it ; on 
which title, ſee how he engrofleth all che glory unto 
himſclfe, as firſt, and ſole founder | Is not this great Ba» 
bylon that I have built? 
Let none in like manner brag, that they are now the 30 
_ firſt Founders of a Church in &»g/and, built long fince * - 
therein, time ouit of minde, We deny and defile ſuch 
Papifts as ſay that Argaſtine the Monke was'the firſt 
Apoſtle of this Ifland , where the Goſpel long before 
had been preached, though not to the Sax0xs our An- 
ceſtors, yet to the Brirans our Predecefſors. Yea, ha- 
ving cauſe to ſearch: who firſt brought Chriſtianity | 
? 3 over. ; 
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over into Britanny , my endeavours: have been (till at 
a loſſe and left at uncertainty, Perchance as God, 
Dexteronomie 34. 6. buried the body of Moſes , That 
' 10 man kaoweth the place of his Sepulchre unto this day, 
to cut off from the Jewes all occafion of —_— So 
it ſeems his wiſdom hath ſuftered the names of the firſt 
founders of Religion Here to be covercd in obſcurity, 
to prevent poſterity from being ſuperſtitious to their 
Memorics. However , if juſtly we be angry with the 
Papilts for making the Brittifh Church ( a tall ſtripling 
grown, ) to weare ſwadling cloathes againe ; more 
cauſe have we to diſtaffe the pens and preachings of 
ſuch who make their addrefſcs unto us , as unto pure 
Pagans where the word is newly to be planted, A 
In a book Þ Moderne Aathor tels us a (travge' ſtory, how the. 
of di- ſervants of Duke D. Alva, ſeeking for a Hawke they 
reRtio 1s had lolt, found anew country in the Navcllof Spire, 
to travel, not known before , invironed with 'Mountgines, and 
peopled with naked Salvages ; F ſhould wonder if ſuch 
a Terra incognita Could be found in Exgl/anq ; which 
_ ( what betwixt the covetonſneſſe of Landlords and the 
carcfalnefle of Tenants) is aFnoſt- meaſured to an Acre, 
But if fuch a place: were diſcovered, I' mnſt allow 
that the Preachers there were the firlt planters of the 
Goſpel, which in all others placesof the kingdom are 
' + but the Continuers thereof. 1 hope Chrilt hath reaped 
much goodnefſe long ago, where theſe, now , new 
pretend to plint it, And if England hath not had 
a-true Church hitherto, 1 feare it will not have a true 

Church hereafter. | | 
JI, , . TheſccondthingTI commend nnto you is this, That a 
_ Reformation of any Church in this world may 
e deſired , but not hoped for. Let Zenophons Cyrus be 
King 1n Plato's Common-wealth ; and Batchelors wives 
breed maides children in AZores FYropia , whilelt Roſes 
__ grow 
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grow in theit Gardens without prickles, as Saint B- 
fit held they did before the fall of eAdaw. Theſe 
phanfies are pleaſing and plauſible, but the perfor- 
mance thereof unfeiſable ; and fo is the perfe& re- 
formation of a Church in this world difficult to bee 
deſcribed, and impoſſible to be praiſed, For beſides 
that Sathan will doe his beſt, or rather his worſt to 
undoe-it ; Man in this life is not capable of ſuch per- 
feftion. Look. not to finde that in man out of Para- 
diſe, which was not found in man in Paradiſe, con- 
tinuance 1n an holy eſtate. Xarriz Luther was wont 
to ſay, he never knew good order. in the Church laſt 
above fifteen yeares, IM the purity thereof; yca , the 
more perfet the Reformation is, the lefſe time it is 
likely to laſt. Mans minde being in conſtant motion, 
whcn it cannot aſcend higher, will not ſtand (till; but 
it muſt decline, I ſpeake not this to diſ-hearten men 
from endeavouring.a perte&t Reformation, but to keep 
them from being diſ-heartned,. when they ſee the ſame 
cannot be exactly obſerved, ; 

And yet there are ſome now adayes that talke of a 32, 
great light, manifeſted in this age more then ever be- 
464 : Indeed we Modernes have a mighty advantage 
of the Ancients, whatſoever was theirs, by Induſtry, 
may be ours. The Chriſtian Philoſophy of ?«ſtiv Mar- 
tr ; the conſtant Sanity of Cyprian; the Catholick _ 
faith of eLthanaſins ; the Orthodox judgement of Na- 
zianzen; the manifold Learning of erome ; the ſolid 
Comments of Chry/oftome ; the ſnbtill Controverſies of 
eAuguſtine.; the excellent Morals of Gregory ; the hum- 
ble Devotions of Bernard : All. contribute themſelves: 
to thy edification of us, who live in this later Age. But. 
as for any tranſcendent extraordinary miraculous light, 


peculiarly conferred on our Times, the worſt I wiſh. 
| | | 164 the. 
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the opinion is this, that it were true. Sure I am that 
this light muſt not crofſe the Scripture, but cleere the 
Scripture. So that if it affirmeth any thing contrary to 
Gods written Word, or enforceth any thing (as nccel- 
fary to falvation) not expreſt in Gods Word ; I dare 
boldly ſay, That ſuch a light is kindl*d from Hell. 
As for the opinion of Chriſts corporall viſible King- 
dome, to come within few yeares , I will neither pe- 
remptorily reject it, nor dare abſolutcly receive it. Not 
reject it, le{t I come within the compaſle of the Apo- 
ſtles reproofe, 2 Peter 2.12, Speaking evill of the things 
they underſtand not.. Confeſling my ſelfe not to.know | 
the reaſons of their opinions , 'who though citing for  - 
it much Canonicall Scripture , yct their interpretations 
thereof may be but Apocrypha. Nor dare wereceive 
it, not being ſafe to be familiar with Rrangers at. the 
firſt fight; and this Tenent is ſtrange, as ſet common- 
ly afoot with theſe few laſt yeares. I 'am afraid rather 
on the contrary of a generall defection. Secing the 
word is fo ſlighted, and the gueſts b«gin to play with 
their meat, I feare leſt God the maſter of the fealt , 
will call for the Yoyder : 'that ſo when Chriſt comes - 
to judgement, he ſhall fivde no faith on the earth. But 
of things to come, /irtle and donbrfully. If this opint- | 
on of Chrilts corporall ' comming very ſhortly be true, - 
I hope if we live, we ſhall have our ſhare therein : 
if otherwiſe, 2s/es hath no.cauſe tocomplaine, if dy- 
ing he commeth not into the earthly Canaan, but into the 
Heavenly. # | - | 
Meane time whileſt we cxpe& the perſonall com- 
ming of Chriſt , let us pray for the peaceable: com- 
ming back of him, who ſometimes is called-Ghrilt in, 
the Scripture, the Lords Annainted. O the miſerable 
condition of 'our Land: at this time., God hath-ſhew- 
F EE ot ol ed 
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ed the; whole World , that Zng/and hath enough in it 

ſclfe to make- it ſelfe happy: or unhappy, as it nſeth or 

abuſeth it. Her homebred wares enough to maintain 

her, and her homebred warres enough to deſtroy her, . 

though no forreigne Nation contribute to her Over- | 

throw. "Well, whileſt others fighr for Peace , let vs 

pray for Peace; for Peace on good termes, yea;;on 

Gods «termes, and in GoDs time, when he ſhall be 

pleaſed to give it, and we fitted to receive it. Let us 

with both King and Parliament|ſo well', as to wiſh 

neither of them better, but both of 'them beſt. Even a hap- 

py Accommodation. EF: le 1 4 os | 
Oaly this I will adde , that his Majeſty in making 35. 

his Medals,: hath tooke the right courſe to propagate 

his promiſes and moſt royall intentions to poſterity , 

and raiſe it-to- behold the pertqrmance thereof. See- 

ing Princes memories have beene perpetuated by their 

Caines, when all other Monuments, Arches, Obelichs, 

Piramids , Theaters, Trephics , |and Triumphs, have 

yeelded to Time, and been quite forgotten. Yea , tis 

probable, that the names of ſome ſhort reigning Em- 
perenrs had been quite lolt, if not found in their Im- 

' preſſes on their Monics, Coynes, having this peculiar 

' priviledge to. themſelves ; that after they had beene. 

buried many yeares in the ground , when taken up a- 

gaine , they have life enough to ſpeake the names of 

thoſe Princes that cauſed them and their Impreſſions ' 

to be ſtamped, either to their cternall ſhame or laſting 

honour. b | PR | 
To conclude, let us all provide for that perfe&t Re- *96- | 

formatibn in the world to come; when Chriſt fhall 

preſent the Church his Spouſe tg God his Father, ich- 

out ſpot, comming from mans corruption, or Wrincle, 


cauſed by times continuance. When we ſhall have a I 
| | -NEW 
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new Heaven and a neW Earth, Wherein ſhall dwell Righ- 
teouſneſſe. With judgements reformed from error, wils 
reformed from wilfulnefſe, affeRtions reformed from 
miſtaking their obj;&, ' or exceeding their meaſure ; 
all powers and parts-of foule and: body reformed from 
finne to ſanity. Ler ws Wait all the dayes of onr. ap= 
poineed time till our change come, Untill this time of 
Reformation. eAmer. | SS! 
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